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Button Button Identi?cation And Price Guide

**Button Button Identi?cation and Price Guide: Unlocking the Secrets of Vintage and
Modern Buttons**

button button identi?cation and price guide ? if you?re someone who loves
sewing,

collecting vintage items, or simply curious about the small details that make a garment
special, understanding how to identify buttons and estimate their value can be both fun
and rewarding. Buttons are more than just functional pieces; they tell stories about
fashion trends, manufacturing techniques, and even cultural history. Whether you
stumbled upon an old box of buttons in your grandmother?s attic or are eyeing some
unique ?nds at a thrift store, this guide will help you navigate the fascinating world of
button identi?cation and pricing.

Why Button Identi?cation Matters

Buttons come in countless shapes, materials, and designs, each with its own story and
signi?cance. Identifying buttons correctly is crucial for collectors, costume designers, and
anyone interested in textile history. The process often involves analyzing the button?s
material, size, backing, and markings, among other features.

For example, knowing whether a button is made of shell, glass, metal, or plastic can give
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you clues about the era it was produced in. Antique buttons, especially those made from
materials like Bakelite or mother-of-pearl, can be worth signi?cantly more than common
plastic ones. Additionally, buttons with manufacturer marks, unique designs, or historical
relevance often fetch higher prices.

Common Button Materials and What They Indicate

Understanding button materials is one of the ?rst steps in identi?cation:

**Plastic Buttons:** Most modern buttons are plastic, which can mimic other

materials. They are usually inexpensive and widely available.

**Metal Buttons:** Often used for military uniforms or high-end garments. Brass,

pewter, and even silver buttons can sometimes hold value.

**Glass Buttons:** Popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, glass buttons

often feature intricate designs or embossing.

**Shell Buttons:** Made from natural materials like mother-of-pearl, these are

prized for their iridescent shine and softness.

*Wood and Bone:** Less common but found in folk costumes and rustic apparel.
**Bakelite and Early Plastics:** Vintage plastics, especially Bakelite, are collectible

and can be quite valuable.

Knowing the material helps narrow down the button?s age and potential worth.

How to ldentify Buttons: A Step-by-Step Guide

Button identi?cation can seem overwhelming due to the variety, but breaking it down into

manageable steps makes the process easier.
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1. Examine the Shape and Size

Start by looking at the button?s physical characteristics. Buttons can be round, square,
oval, or even novelty shapes like animals or ?owers. Size is measured in lignes (1 ligne =
1/40 inch), a traditional button measurement that collectors use. A ruler or caliper helps
get precise measurements.

2. Look for Markings or Manufacturer Stamps

Many buttons, especially from the early 20th century onward, have maker?s marks on the
back. These can include brand names, logos, numbers, or country of origin. Such markings
can help identify the manufacturer, production year, and sometimes the intended use
(military, fashion, etc.).

3. Identify the Button Back Type

The back or shank style can reveal a lot. There are several types:

**Sew-through buttons:** With holes in the face, usually 2 or 4 holes.

**Shank buttons:** Have a loop on the back for sewing.

**Toggle buttons:** Typically used on heavy coats.

**Snap buttons:** Modern fasteners that snap into place.

Certain back types correspond with speci?c eras or uses.

4. Analyze the Design and Color

Embossed patterns, painted designs, or unique color combinations often hint at a button?s

origin. For example, Victorian-era buttons frequently feature ?oral or intricate ?ligree
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designs. Military buttons often bear insignias or emblems. Colors can also indicate the
manufacturing period, as certain dyes were popular at speci?c times.

Price Guide: What Determines a Button?s Value?

Determining the price of a button isn?t as straightforward as looking at its material or size
alone. Several factors in?uence its market value.

Rarity and Age

Older buttons from limited production runs or rare materials tend to be more valuable. For
instance, a glass button from the 1800s with an unusual design can fetch a high price
among collectors.

Condition

Buttons in pristine condition naturally command higher prices. Chips, cracks, or fading can
signi?cantly reduce value, especially for collectible buttons.

Material

Materials like gold, silver, or Bakelite often increase a button?s worth. Even within plastics,
certain vintage types can be highly sought after.

Provenance and Historical Signi?cance

Buttons tied to historical events, military uniforms, or famous designers can have
extraordinary value. For example, buttons from a Civil War uniform or those designed by a
renowned fashion house will typically sell for more.

Market Demand

Like any collectible, button prices ?uctuate based on trends and collector interest.
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Seasons, fashion revivals, or popular media can cause spikes in demand.

Where to Buy and Sell Buttons

If you?re looking to expand your collection or sell your buttons, several venues are popular
among collectors and hobbyists.

Antique Stores and Flea Markets

These o?er treasure troves of vintage buttons, often at negotiable prices. However, you
might need to spend time identifying and verifying pieces yourself.

Online Marketplaces

Platforms like eBay, Etsy, and specialized collector forums allow for buying and selling
buttons worldwide. The advantage is a larger audience, but beware of counterfeit or
misrepresented items.

Button Shows and Collectors? Conventions

Attending dedicated button shows provides opportunities to meet experts, learn more
about button history, and ?nd unique items.

Specialty Button Shops

Some shops focus exclusively on buttons, o?ering both new and vintage collections with
expert advice.

Tips for Collecting and Preserving Buttons

Collecting buttons can be a joyful hobby, and preserving them properly ensures they

retain their beauty and value.
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Store in a Cool, Dry Place: Avoid humidity, which can damage materials like

metal or shell.

Use Acid-Free Containers: Prevent discoloration or deterioration by storing

buttons in acid-free boxes or envelopes.

Handle with Care: Especially for fragile vintage buttons, handle them gently to
3.

prevent chips or scratches.

Document Your Collection: Keep records of where and when you acquired each
4,

button, along with any known history.

Learn and Network: Join button collector groups or online forums to exchange
S.

knowledge and discover market trends.

Exploring the world of buttons can deepen your appreciation for fashion history and

craftsmanship. Whether you?re identifying a single button or assessing an entire

collection, the combination of careful observation and research will unlock the stories

these tiny treasures hold.

By mastering button button identi?cation and following a reliable price guide, you?Il be

well-equipped to navigate this niche yet fascinating hobby with con?dence and
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enthusiasm.

Question

Answer

What is the 'Button

Button Identi?cation and

Price Guide' used for?

The 'Button Button Identi?cation and Price Guide' is a
comprehensive resource that helps collectors and
enthusiasts identify various types of buttons, understand

their historical context, and determine their market value

based on factors such as age, material, condition, and rarity.

How can | identify an

antique button using the

guide?

To identify an antique button using the guide, you should

examine the button's material, design, backmark, and size,

then compare these features with the detailed descriptions

and images in the guide. It often includes information on

manufacturer marks and production periods which aid in

accurate identi?cation.

Vol. 2024, Issue 2
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Does the price guide

re?ect current market

values for collectible

buttons?

Yes, the price guide is regularly updated to re?ect current

market trends and values for collectible buttons. It provides

estimated prices based on recent sales, rarity, and demand,

helping collectors make informed buying or selling decisions.

Are there di?erent

categories of buttons

covered in the

identi?cation and price

guide?

The guide typically covers a wide range of button categories,

including military, fashion, novelty, and advertising buttons,

as well as buttons made from various materials like metal,

glass, plastic, and shell. This categorization helps users

narrow down their search and identify buttons more

e?ciently.

Where can | purchase

the 'Button Button

Vol. 2024, Issue 2
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Identi?cation and Price

Guide'?

The 'Button Button Identi?cation and Price Guide' can be

purchased online through major bookstores, collectible

hobby shops, or websites specializing in antique and

collectible guides. Some editions may also be available in

digital format or through library resources.

Button Button Identi?cation and Price Guide: Unlocking the Value of Collectible Buttons
button button identi?cation and price guide serves as an essential tool for
collectors, hobbyists, and sellers looking to navigate the vast and varied world of buttons.
Whether you?re dealing with vintage garment buttons, commemorative pins, or modern
designer pieces, understanding how to identify and price buttons accurately can
signi?cantly impact your collection's worth or the success of your sales. This article delves
into the nuances of button identi?cation, highlights key features that in?uence value, and
provides a pricing framework to help enthusiasts make informed decisions.
Understanding Button Button Identi?cation

Button identi?cation is a meticulous process that involves examining a button?s material,
design, manufacturer, age, and condition. Each of these factors contributes not only to the
button?s aesthetic appeal but also to its historical signi?cance and market value.

Collectors often focus on the button?s origin?whether it?s a military uniform button, a
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vintage fashion accessory, or a promotional item?because provenance can elevate a
button?s appeal.

Materials and Their Impact on Identi?cation

One of the ?rst steps in identifying a button is recognizing the material from which it is
made. Buttons can be crafted from a variety of substances, including:

Metal: Common in military, uniform, and decorative buttons. Metals like brass,

copper, and silver can indicate speci?c time periods or manufacturers.

Plastic and Bakelite: Popular in the 20th century, especially during the
2.

1930s-1950s. These materials are often associated with fashion buttons.

Glass and Ceramic: Used in decorative or costume buttons, sometimes hand-

painted or intricately molded.

Wood and Bone: These organic materials are generally older and may point to
4.

handmade or artisan buttons.

Identifying the material helps narrow down the era and origin, which is critical for

classi?cation and valuation.

Design and Markings

The design on a button can reveal a wealth of information. Military buttons often bear
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insignia or regiment numbers, while fashion buttons might feature logos or trademarks.
Look closely for any manufacturer?s marks, which can be tiny stamps or embossed text on
the back of the button. These marks help trace the button?s manufacturer and production
date.

Additionally, decorative features such as engraving, embossing, or the presence of
gemstones can add to a button?s uniqueness and desirability. Collectors prize buttons with
intricate craftsmanship or those linked to renowned designers.

Age and Condition

Age is a primary determinant of value but must be considered alongside condition.

Vintage buttons from the 19th or early 20th century can command high prices, especially

if they are in excellent condition with no cracks, chips, or discoloration. Conversely,
buttons with signi?cant wear or damage may have limited appeal regardless of rarity.
Preservation of original ?nishes, intact shanks or holes, and the absence of rust or
corrosion are critical factors in assessing condition.

Price Guide: Factors In?uencing Button Values

Pricing buttons accurately requires understanding the interplay of rarity, demand,

historical context, and condition. The market for collectible buttons ?uctuates based on
trends and the availability of similar items.

Common Price Ranges by Button Type

Vintage Costume Buttons: Typically priced between $5 and $50, depending on
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design complexity and material.

Military and Uniform Buttons: Can range from $10 to several hundred dollars,
2.

especially for rare regiments or historically signi?cant buttons.

Designer or Brand Buttons: Buttons from high-end fashion houses may

3.

command $50 to over $200.

Novelty and Promotional Buttons: Usually valued under $20 but can spike if
4.

linked to signi?cant events or celebrities.

Comparative Pricing: Antique vs. Modern Buttons

Antique buttons, especially those from the 1800s or early 1900s, often have higher prices

due to scarcity and historical interest. For example, a Victorian-era glass button with
hand-painted details might sell for upwards of $100. On the other hand, contemporary

buttons, even if designer-made, tend to have lower resale values unless part of a limited
edition.

Marketplaces and Sales Channels

Prices also vary depending on where the button is sold. Auction houses and specialty

antique shops generally attract collectors willing to pay premium prices. Online

marketplaces such as eBay or Etsy provide a broader audience but may result in more
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price variability due to competitive bidding and listing strategies.

Tools and Resources for E?ective Button Identi?cation

For collectors and sellers aiming to master button identi?cation, access to the right tools
and references is invaluable.

Reference Books: Titles like "The Dictionary of Old Buttons" or "Antique and

Collectible Buttons" provide comprehensive images and descriptions to aid

identi?cation.

Online Databases: Websites dedicated to military insignia, fashion history, or
2.

button collecting communities o?er searchable catalogs and forums for expert

advice.

Magni?cation Tools: A jeweler?s loupe or magnifying glass helps examine
small

markings and details that are crucial for authentication.

Professional Appraisals: For rare or high-value buttons, consulting a
professional

4,
appraiser can provide authoritative valuation and provenance veri?cation.

Practical Tips for Identi?cation and Pricing
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Always document the front and back of each button with high-quality photographs.

Note any manufacturer?s marks or hallmark symbols and research their origins.

Compare similar buttons in online auctions or collector forums to gauge current

3.

market trends.

Keep a detailed log of your collection?s provenance, purchase price, and condition

4.

notes.

Exploring button button identi?cation and price guide techniques unlocks the potential

hidden in what might appear as simple accessories. For enthusiasts and professionals

alike, the journey from discovery to valuation is both a rewarding and educational

experience, shaped by history, craftsmanship, and market dynamics.

vintage buttons, antique button identi?cation, button price guide, collectible buttons,

costume buttons, button collecting, button value, old buttons appraisal, sewing buttons,

button catalog

Vol. 2024, Issue 2



